CHAPTER VII
SOME VIEWS OF CHAUCER'S ON MEN AND

THINGS

THE late fourteenth century was a time of
social and political upheaval. The Church,
over-rich and over-powerful for her own good,
had become terribly corrupt. The fact that
great offices of state were held by bishops
meant, of necessity, that more and more of
their purely ecclesiastical work was delegated
to subordinates. In the ten years between
1876-86, out of twenty-five bishops no
fewer than thirteen held secular offices of
importance. William of Wykeham was ap-
pointed Chancellor of England and Bishop
of the great diocese of Winchester in the same
month. Spencer, Bishop of Norwich, led the
English army in Flanders. No wonder that
the power of the archdeacons, the oculi
episeopi, increased tenfold. They frequently
exercised authority in the bishop's eourt^jajid
in those days the powers of ecclesiastical
courts were considerable and their jurisdiction
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